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FREEDOM SCIENTIFIC ACQUIRES GERMAN DISTRIBUTOR OMNI PC

Carlsbad, CA  -- Freedom Scientific Inc., the world’s leading manufacturer of assistive technology products for people with vision impairments, announced the acquisition of the Accessibility Division of OMNI PC Systemintegration, GmbH, a German PC software distributor and consulting company.  OMNI’s Accessibility Division is headquartered in Konstanz and its technical support center is based in Hamburg.

Since 1994, OMNI PC has been the master distributor in Continental Europe of software products for the blind developed by Henter-Joyce Inc., one of the companies that merged in April 2000 to form Freedom Scientific.  Under the leadership of Tobias Winnes, an owner of OMNI PC and head of its Accessibility Division, Henter-Joyce’s JAWS® for Windows® has become the best selling screen reading software program in Europe, with an estimated 75% market share.  JAWS enables blind and low vision computer users to pursue employment and educational opportunities, working with the same off-the-shelf software programs as their sighted colleagues. 

Richard H. Chandler, chairman and president of Freedom Scientific Inc., headquartered in Carlsbad, California, said OMNI PC now sells Henter-Joyce software products in 25 countries, overseeing its translation and localization into 15 languages and providing European customers with technical support.

-MORE-

“Tobias Winnes has done a great job in building the market position of Henter-Joyce software products in Europe, while, at the same time, gaining stature as a leader within the European assistive technology community,” Chandler said.  “We look forward to having him oversee sales and distribution of all Freedom Scientific’s software and hardware products throughout Continental Europe.”

To acquire the assets associated with OMNI PC’s Accessibility Division, Freedom has established Freedom Scientific GmbH, a wholly owned subsidiary also headquartered in Konstanz.  Winnes has joined this company as managing director (Geschäftsführer), bringing with him five other employees formerly associated with OMNI PC.  He will also serve as a vice president for Freedom Scientific’s Blind/Low Vision Group, and will be responsible for the sales and distribution of all of the company’s products into Continental Europe.

OMNI PC will continue under the leadership of Andreas Winnes and Oliver Kutter to serve the computer network needs of small and mid-sized corporate clients in southern Germany.  Tobias Winnes, his brother Andreas Winnes and Kutter, founded OMNI PC in 1994.  

“When I met Ted Henter and the Henter-Joyce team in 1994, I recognized that JAWS was technically superior for the Microsoft Windows environment, providing unmatched flexibility and power,” Winnes said.  “We have grown together, and joining Freedom Scientific was the logical next step in this successful partnership.”

Freedom Scientific Inc. emerged as the largest manufacturer of software and hardware for people with visual impairments in the United States when it was formed by the merger of Henter-Joyce, Blazie Engineering and Arkenstone in early 2000.  The consolidation of these companies brought together expertise in the development and manufacturing of both hardware and software assistive technology products.  Privately owned Freedom Scientific Inc. was funded in part by two major U.S. venture capital firms, Patricof & Co. Ventures, Inc. and Summit Partners, Inc.
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